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Norfolk’s Mysterious Hotel 


COUNCIL HAS "APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE" A NEW LUXURY HOTEL. BUT WHO 
WILL OWN IT. WHO WILL STAY THERE, HOW THEY’LL GET HERE AND WhY 
APPROVAL WAS RUSHED THROUGH ARE ALL MYSTERIES. PAGE 3 


A Remarkable Election 


IT WAS AS GOOD AS A REFERENDUM - NORFOLK’S COUNCIL ELECTION 
SAID THAT THE VAST MAJORITY WANT THE ISLAND TO REMAIN DISTINCT* 
RESULTS IN DETAIL, FOR THE BEANSHED AND RAWSON HALL, PAGE 5 


The Lucky l$land 


NORFOLK HAD A CASH SURPLUS LAST FINANCIAL YEAR, UNLIKE 
MOST PLACES IN THE WORLD. CHARTS SHOW THE 10-YEAR TREND. 

PAGE 6 


Refreshing Prof. Gates 


THE EXPERT WHO WILL CONDUCT NORFOLK’S ECONOMIC STUDY HAS 
SOME WELCOME IDEAS ABOUT WHAT LOCAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE. 

PAGE 25 


T** The ‘Missing Letter’ Legend 

AN OLD M MINUTE BOOK” REPORTED IN NEW ZEALAND ADDS A NEW 
ENIGMA TO THE COLOURFUL HISTORY OF THE PITCAIRNERS' RIGHT 
TO NORFOLK ISLAND, PAGE 30 




PLUS: 


CR. BLUCHER'S POINTED INAUGURAL ADDRESS... .NEW LEADERS IN ThE PACIFIC ISLANDS.... 
NEWS FROM THE OTHER ISLANDS.... A TALK WITH BILLIE WARD.... HELEN PAYNE’S RECIPES 
..GOOD NORFOLK WINES "IN BOND".... "LETTER FROM HOME” WITH NEWS OF PEOPLE HERE. 
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FURUNO 

Portable Echo Sounders 


,® 


MODELS FG-11 MARK-3 and FG-200 MARK-3 


FEATURES 



* "Light Trap" flasher dial permitting easy 
readouts in bright place 

* Optional changeover for flasher only or for 
dual indication of flasher and recorder 

* Compact and handy design yet giving big 
expensive sounder's performance 

* "White line" operation 

* Fully silicon transistorized 

* Reliable pulse generation by means of 
magnetic keying 

* Zero line adjuster 

* Reliable both in pleasure craft and com¬ 
mercial fishing boats 



X nternat i o n a I duty free 

TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 













A SUGGESTION has been put to 
Council by Norfolk resident Ken 
Cochrane that the Island might 
issue its own coins. 

The idea looks like a real win¬ 
ner, from every standpoint. 

The Administrator has written to 
Canberra to learn whether the Aust¬ 
ralian Treasury may have objections. 
If the Commonwealth does see some 
snags in the idea we hope there will 
be a genuine and enthusiastic effort 
to overcome them. 

There are substantial financial 
advantages in the proposal for Nor¬ 
folk. 

But even if Norfolk coins earned 
the Island nothing, and simply paid 
their own cost, they would be an 
outstanding benefit. 

Psychologically, people believe 
money almost more than anything 
else. Separate and distinct coins of 
Norfolk Island would help people in 
Australia, as well as visitors here, 
realise instantly that there is some¬ 
thing genuinely distinct about Nor¬ 
folk. 

In addition to a range of Norfolk 
coins identical in size to the various 
denominations of Australian coins, 
a Norfolk silver dollar would seem 
to be a wonderful souvenir. It 
would be large enough so that one 
side could carry the Island Seal - 
a historic design with great signifi¬ 
cance. 

If various denominations were to 
carry the heads of famous figures in 
Norfolk history, there are some ob» 
viously fine choices. Fletcher Chris¬ 
tian would be one. 

Captain Bligh ought to be on 
one coin* He may have been a 
severe disciplinarian, but if he 
hadn’t existed the whole story of 
Pitcairn and Norfolk would have 
been very different. 

Queen Victoria clearly should 
appear on one coin. John Adams 
surely is worthy of commemoration. 

Ships might appear on a couple - 
certainly the "Bounty” and certain¬ 
ly the "Morayshire". 

And a Norfolk pine. 

A set of such coins would almost 
tell the history of how Norfolk 


Island came to be the way it is. 

For $1.88 total value, they would 
be a wonderful souvenir of the 
Island, and a lovely gift to send 
to friends overseas. 

□ 

QUESTIONS ABOUT ANSON BAY 

ON MAY 18 Council met in closed 
session and approved the concept 
of a "new first-class hotel" for Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

Several proposals for possible new 
hotels were mentioned at the meet¬ 
ing, and the Administrator subse¬ 
quently had approaches from others 
who showed interest. 

This was all disclosed publicly at 
the June 14th meeting. The Admin¬ 
istrator said the more people inter¬ 
ested the better, so Council could 
choose which proposal it wanted, 
and where. 

He intended to make Council's 
views known widely, and said it 
would be well to move with cau¬ 
tion because there were different 
types of propositions. 

While people who were attracted 
by Council’s invitation were get¬ 
ting their ideas ready. Council sud¬ 
denly disposed of the matter on July 
26th by giving approval in principle 
to the promoters of a hotel at An¬ 
son Bay. They will be permitted to 
go ahead provided their plans and 
specifications have been received, 
and are acceptable, by January 31 
next year. 

Tbe approval in principle was 
based on assurances drawn from a 
"preliminary market study and ec¬ 
onomic analysis" made for the pro¬ 
moters by a firm known as Flow¬ 
line Associates. This study assured 
Council that the Anson Bay hotel 
would not offer competition to ex¬ 
isting accommodation houses. It 
said that Norfolk would require ad¬ 
ditional guest rooms to cope with 
the tourist volume that can be ex¬ 
pected in the years ahead. 

Council seemed uninterested in 
the fact that a different study, be¬ 
ing considered by the Accommo¬ 
dation Proprietors Association, tells 
a radically different story. Without 
waiting to study these facts. Coun¬ 
cil committed Norfolk to the An¬ 
son Bay project. 

Here are six questions which the 
Council may have satisfied itself 
about privately - but which the 
public is entitled to have answered 
openly. 

■ Who will own the hotel? We 
can see that the land is owned by 
a company called Norfolk Interna¬ 


tional Airlines Ltd. (which is not 
an airline, and has no connection 
with Norfolk Island Airlines). We 
can see a firm of solicitors who 
have offices a't Dee Why-4nd • 
Manly. We can see a firm of proj¬ 
ect managers, Flow line Associates. 
Who will the owner be? Someone 
from Hong Kong? From one of the 
oil countries? From Las Vegas? 

From Japan? 

■ Who will be the guests? Council 
discussion indicated that they would 
be coming from "Fiji-way" or from 
other parts of the world, rather than 
from Australia or New Zealand. 
There are not enough wealthy Fiji¬ 
ans to keep a Norfolk luxury hotel 
80% occupied. Will they be Japan¬ 
ese? Americans? Who? 

■ How will they get here? Coun¬ 
cil discussion implied that they will 
not come by the air services now 
operating here. Is a new airline to 
be authorised to land here? A new 
charter service? Whose? 

■ Is there a need for more hotel 
rooms on Norfolk? The Flowline 
study states that the total bed occu¬ 
pancy rate on the Island last year 
was 66%. The study being exam¬ 
ined by the A* P, A c says the rate 
was 33%^ and dropping. If the A. 

P. A, study is right. Council has re¬ 
lied on a basic assurance from Flow- 
line which is totally unjustified. 

■Are Flow line’s assumptions cor¬ 
rect? Its study says the average tour¬ 
ist spends 11 days on Norfolk. The 
A. P. A. study says the average in 
1976 was 9. 5 nights, and in 1977 
had fallen to 8.7 nights. There is 
a crucial difference. 

■How many tourists are in the 
best interest of the Island? Flowline 
says there is a ^misconception" that 
residents generally do not want over 
20, 000 tourists a year. Its calcula¬ 
tions assume that tourist intake will 
be permitted to more than double 
in die next 10 years. Is that now 
Council’s policy? 

Council’s decision on this matter 
will affect Norfolk residents, accom¬ 
modation proprietors, the long-term 
planning of die Island, the structure 
of our only real industry, and the 
character of Norfolk itself. If Coun¬ 
cil satisfied itself about those six 
questions, we would like to hear the 
answers. If it didn't, then it didn’t 
know what it was "approving in prin¬ 
ciple". 

And if Flowline’s reassuring assump¬ 
tions are actually mistaken. Coun¬ 
cil has been misled and should with¬ 
draw its approval until accurate facts 
are in hand. 
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ARRANGE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY UNDER NO OBLIGATION 

1 HONDA. 

Accord 

2-door Hatchback 

& 4-door Sedan 



fuel economy, quiet running and 
an emphasis on safe driving fea¬ 
tures combine with the high quality 
to make this car one of the best 
values on the market. 


TERMS OR TRADE 



BUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 







As Good as a Referendum! 

AT THE 1978 COUNCIL ELECTION, NORFOLK’S VOTERS SUPPORTED THE CAN¬ 
DIDATES WHO HAD FOUGHT TO KEEP THE ISLAND SEPARATE. AND DISTINCT, 
AND TROUNCED THE PRO-INTEGRATIONISTS. BLUCHER, McINTYRE, BUFFETT, 
MacKENZIE, QUINTAL, BENNETT, NUNN AND SNELL ARE THE NEW COUNCIL 0 
NORFOLK'S COUNCIL election on 


July 5th converted 18 months of un¬ 
certainties, claims and arguments 
into plain facts. 

In 1977 President of Committees 
Bill Blucher told then-Minister 
R. G. Withers that he believed the 
solemn declarations signed by the 
great majority of Norfolk electors 
were the most accurate available 
indication of what Island residents 
wanted for the Island. 

They indicated that about 707 of 
the electors wanted Norfolk to con¬ 
tinue to have its own separate sys¬ 
tem of laws, benefits and taxes. 

Cr. Blucher led a year-and-a-half 
battle to prevent Norfolk’s being 
integrated into Australia. . 

Cr. Blucher received the votes 
of 697 of the electors on July 5th. 

Several candidates in last month's 
election had been active supporters 
of the Nimmo Report and integra¬ 
tion. None was voted for by as 
many as 207 of the electors. 

The eight elected members of the 
last Council all signed the appeal 
to the United Nations Committee of 
24 in February, 1977, and through 
the year most of them were outspoken 
about the damage that would be done 
if Norfolk were integrated into Aust¬ 
ralia. 

Following Hon. R.J. Ellicott’s vis¬ 
it to the Island last March, worry 
about the Island's being forced into 
Australia reached a peak. At the 
April meeting of Council the possi¬ 
bility of violence was aired, and a 
letter from the Society of Descendants 
of the Pitcairn Settlers was read out, 
calling for all-out resistance if Aust¬ 
ralia took over the Island without al¬ 
lowing residents to vote on it. 

Council debated a resolution sup¬ 
porting such resistance. The resolu¬ 
tion was supported by six Councillors, 
all of whom were returned to office 
last month. But two Councillors 
were unwilling to support the resolu¬ 
tion. Roy Smith, formerly one of 
the Island's top vote-drawers at elec¬ 
tion time, came 10th last month and 
lost his seat. The other Councillor 
who abstained on the ’’resistance” 
resolution, John Ryves, tied for 8th 
place in the election, and was dis¬ 
placed from Council when Lisle 
Snell won the tie-breaking draw of 
lots. 

The election also disposed of a 
theory that has sometimes stirred 


up concern on the Island in the past: 
do people employed by the Island's 
public service tend to vote as a 
block, for candidates they think 
will favour their particular position? 

The answer is no. For the first 
time this election, virtually all 
members of the Administration were 
permitted to stand for office if they 
wished to nominate. Tony Arnold, 
David Buffett and Gil Hitch stood. 

Of the three, only David Buffett 
was elected, and the other two re¬ 
ceived considerably fewer votes 
than there are people in the im¬ 
mediate families of Norfolk's pub¬ 
lic servants. 

As usual there was a gossip-worthy 
difference in the voting pattern at 
Raw son Hall and the Bean Shed. 

AT THE BEAN SHED 

1. David Buffett 193 (747) 

2 . Bill Blucher 145 (567) 

3. Bruce MacKenzie 139 (547c) 

4. /5. Duncan McIntyre, 

Greg Quintal 119 (4670 

6. John Ryves 115 (44TO 

7. Richard Bataille 112 (437) 

8. Bryan Nunn 108 (427) 

9. Geoff Bennett 107 (417) 

10. Roy Smith 99 (387) 

11. /12. Gil Hitch, Lisle Snell 

88 (347) 

13. Brenda Reed 86 (337) 

14. Tony Arnold 84 (327) 

15. Gerry Aafjes 67 (2 67) 

16. Bill Sanders 54 (217) 

17. Barry Boniface 50 (197) 

18. Esme Tavener 49 (197) 

19. Neil Reynolds 45 (177) 

20. /21. Carol Adams, Rod 

Buffett 44 (177) 

22. Ned Lenthall 41 (167) 

23. /24. Peter Custance, Ray 

Reeves 38 (157) 


AT RAW SON HALL 

1. Bill Blucher 379 (777) 

2. Duncan McIntyre 351 (707) 

3. Greg Quintal 286 (577) 

4. Geoff Bennett 280 (567) 

5. Bruce MacKenzie 267 (537) 

6. Bryan Nunn 253 (507) 

7. Dvid Buffett 243 (497) 

8. Lisle Snell 239 (487) 

9. John Ryves 212 (427) 

10. Roy Smith 177 (357) 

11. Brenda Reed 161 (327) 

12. Gerry Aafjes 158 (327) 

13. Richard Bataille 150 (307) 

14. Neil Reynolds 126 (257) 

15. Rod Buffett 95 (197) 

16. Gil Hitch 90 (187) 

17. Tony Arnold 85 (177) 

18. Ray Reeves 83 (177) 

19. Peter Custance 73 (157) 

20. Barry Boniface 67 (137) 

21. Bill Sanders 66 (137) 

22. Ned Lenthall 65 (137) 

23. Carol Adams 63 (137) 

24. Esme Tavener 39 (87) 
FINAL TOTALS 

1 . Bill Blucher 524 (697) 

2. Duncan McIntyre 470 (627) 

3. David Buffett 436 (577) 

4. Bruce MacKenzie 406 (537) 

5. Greg Quintal 405 (537) 

6. Geoff Bennett 387 (517) 

7. Bryan Nunn 361 (477) 

sy John Ryves and Lisle Snell 

9. 327 (437) - Lisle Snell 
elected by lot drawn 
6.7.78 

10. Roy Smith 267 (367) 

11. Richard Bataille 262 (347) 

12. Brenda Reed 247 (327) 

13. Gerry Aafjes 225 (307) 

14. Gil Hitch 178 (237) 

15. Neil Reynolds 171 (227) 

16. Tony Arnold 169 (227) 

17. Rod Buffett 139 (187) 

18. Ray Reeves 121 (167) 

19. Bill Sanders 120 (167) 

20. Barry Boniface 117 (157) 

21. Peter Custance 111 (157) 

22. Carol Adams 107 (147) 

23. Ned Lenthall 106 (147) 

24. Esme Tavener (127) 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
■V” New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
.those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables’ , M^ste^Cb^istia^• 
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1977/78 RESULTS ARE IN, AND SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL - 


Consfn in Oct. 

THE NEW CONSTITUTION for Norfolk 
Island - in draft form, as a proposed 
Bill to be introduced in Parliament - 
is already in preparation. 

The draft is planned to be com¬ 
pleted in Canberra within two months' 
time, and Minister R.J. Ellicott plans 
to bring it to Norfolk for discussion 
with Council in October. 

The firmness of Australia's decision 
to grant Norfolk local self-government 
is clear from the fact that the Bill is 
being drawn up without waiting for 
the results of the Norfolk Economic 
Study, which are not expected until 
"round about January next year". 

He said he had asked that the 
chamber for Norfolk's forthcoming 
Legislative Assembly be completed 
by the end of next April. It will be 
located in the Old Military Barracks 

Mr. Ellicott stressed that Australia 
had not changed its mind "that Nor¬ 
folk Island is part of Australia and 
any idea of Norfolk Island being 
given independence is not in the 
Australian Government's mind. 

"What is in the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment's mind is that Norfolk 
Islanders should have the opportun¬ 
ity to run their own affairs, ” he 
said. 


N.I. Stays 

THE FINANCIAL year that ended 
June 30th was the second-best ever 
for Norfolk Island's government. 

Only 12 days after the close of 
the year. Administrator D. V. O'Leary 
was able to announce preliminary re¬ 
sults for 1977/78, including a surplus 
of approximately $200, 000. 

This was higher than in any pre¬ 
vious year but 1974/75. when a sur¬ 
plus of $330, 000 was recorded. 

Norfolk's good news contrasted 
sharply with bad news in Australia, 
where the result for 1977/78 was a 
deficit of $3, 300, 000, 000. That is 
equal to a debt of about $220 for 
every person in Australia. Norfolk's 
result was equal to a savings of 
about $125 for every person on the 
Island. 

Instead of a national debt, Norfolk 
has savings from past years invested 
at interest, helping to pay yearly ex¬ 
penses. The 1977/78 surplus brought 
the amount of this "revenue fund" up 
to about $700, 000. 

Norfolk's surplus was aided by an 
Q°Jc rise in tourism during the year. 


In The Black 

After two years in which the number 
qf visitors had been steady at around 
19, 000, the total last year increased 
to some 20, 500. 

An accurate count of Norfolk's 
population has also been made for 
the first time in some years. 

On June 30th the Island's resi¬ 
dent population was 1618 people - 
1098 with full residential status, 34 
holding "enter and remain" permits 
and 486 holding six-months tempor¬ 
ary entry permits. At the time of 
the count there were also 295 tour¬ 
ists on the Island - about the low- 
point of the year. 


To put the Island's financial re¬ 
sults in perspective. The News has 
prepared 12 charts showing the trend 
of some key figures over the past ten 
years. Where 1977/78 figures are 
charted, they are the preliminary 
ones announced last month, and are 
subject to correction when final fi¬ 
gures are completed later in the 
year. 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 


NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 



We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth looking for us, 
because we have 1, 000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you'll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it’s a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
pply a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATED 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK IS LA ND STA MPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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THE ISLAND'S REVENUES include all money taken in 
by the Administration, from dog license fees to profit 
made from the sale of beer, wine and spirits at the 
Bond store. 

A large part of the apparent growth in the past ten 
years isn't growth at all, but simply inflation. 

The biggest revenue-earners are Customs duty, the 
sale of Norfolk stamps, company registration fees, and 
the profit from Bond store sales. The next largest is 
the Vorks call", which is the closest thing Norfolk has 
to a tax levied directly on everyone. It raised a sum 
of $68, 000 last year - only about 3 °lc of the total reve¬ 
nues of just under $2, 000, 000. 


$ 2 , 000 , 000 
1,800, 000 
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1,400, 000 
1,200, 000 
1, 000, 000 

800, 000 
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IN THE EARLY 1970s, spending by the Administration 
was limited by relatively low revenues, and by the fact 
that Norfolk still remembered "the hard old days" and 
budgeted accordingly. Administration wages and sal¬ 
aries were low by today's standards. 

As tourism continued to thrive (even though other holi¬ 
day destinations in the Pacific were experiencing some 
reverses) spending began to increase. Wages and work¬ 
ing conditions began to be improved. 

The big jump in expenditure in 1976 was a reflection 
of the purchase of the big new generator for the elec¬ 
tricity undertaking. It hasn't proved as good an invest¬ 
ment as was hoped at the time. 



BY DEDUCTING the capital expenditures each year, 
it is possible to chart administration "expenses" - the 
money spent on wages, materials and services that are 
needed in the day-to-day operation of the Island gov¬ 
ernment. 

Spending on expenses jumped up in 1971, and the 
Island had a small deficit that year as a result. There 
was then a clamp on expenses for two years. But as the 
Norfolk economy improved, expenses then began rising 
as well. 

This chart has no figure for the 1978 year, because 
capital expenditures for the year have not yet be an¬ 
nounced. 



IMPORTS are a measure of the Island's general econom¬ 
ic mood, and of tourist volume - since most of what 
visitors buy here, including food for their meals, is 
brought in from overseas. 

Imports are also a measure of the Island's dependence 
on Australia and New Zealand. 

The wave of optimism and expansion on the Island in 
1973 and 1974 shows clearly on the chart. From the 
time the Royal Commission commenced, uncertainty 
about Norfolk's future caused many people to be hesi¬ 
tant. From 1975 through 1977, the actual volume of 
imports dropped off. The increase in value averaged 
less than 5 °lc a year, which was less than currency in¬ 
flation. Last year there was an 11.6 °/c rise - about eq¬ 
ual to inflation. 
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NORFOLK TRADITIONALLY has been opposed to taxes 
and duties of almost all kinds. An unexpected increase 
in some Customs duties back in 1954 caused such an 
outcry that there was a petition to the Queen. 

Ten years ago many Burnt Pine shops were called 
'’duty-free*', and they almost were. But in the mid-70s 
collections began to increase sharply. Since then duty, 
though still low by most overseas standards, has been 
Norfolk's main source of public income. 

The flat spot in 1976 and 1977 may reflect uncert¬ 
ainty about the Island's future business prospects, as 
well as changing patterns in world-wide marketing of 
some Japanese goods. Discount stores in Australia of¬ 
fered new competition to some low-duty lines. 


STAMP SALES generally showed an unimpressive pat¬ 
tern during the first half of the last ten years, and then 
took off - going right through the top of the chart last 
year. 

The statistics aren't really comparable with the other 
sources of revenue in accompanying charts, because 
the cost of printing and distributing stamps has not been 
deducted. The cpsts are probably less than $100, 000 a 
year, which makes stamps the Island's second-biggest 
revenue earner. 

The Cook Island are reputed to pay over $500, 000 a 
year in commissions paid to the international dealer 
who distributes their stamps. It's a big market. Nor¬ 
folk's role in it may be capable of further expansion. 


THIS CHART may turn out, in years to come, to tell a 
sad tale. 

The great "companies boom" on Norfolk began in the 
mid-1960s, and was brought sharply under control by 
new Australian laws that became effective in 1973. 

For most of that time Norfolk's public revenues gained 
very little benefit. 

The Royal Commission found that the use of Norfolk 
as an income tax avoidance haven seemed to have been 
ended by the 1973 law. 

Other forms of tax avoidance have obviously contin¬ 
ued, and last year Norfolk belatedly raised the registra¬ 
tion fee, with great effect. But Australia's Treasurer has 
declared war on tax avoidance. The game may Jje about 
over. The future of this revenue is highly doubtful. 



THE ADMINISTRATION monopoly on the sale of bot- 
led wines, beer and spirits has been a stable, steady 
profit-earner. 

Profits from the Bond store appear to have grown at 
little more than the rate of increases in wholesale pric¬ 
es on the mainlands 

The figures published are for profit, not for total sales 
Sales figures would probably show a steeper rise, show¬ 
ing the effect of a substantial increase in tourism over 
the tend years. 

The fact that profit has climbed only gradually may 
reflect higher costs of operation of the Bond, including 
the recently-installed shop at the airport; or it may 
just mean that customers are getting relatively better 
value. 
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FOR GENERATIONS the object of the authorities who ad¬ 
ministered Norfolk from Australia was that the Island 
should pay its own way. Generally speaking, it has. 

As tourism increased, higher Island revenues became 
possible and the authorities began making improvements 
in the electricity grid, in roads, in public service sal¬ 
aries and other areas. Old-fashioned budget procedures 
and controls couldn’t cope with the new situation, and 
the Island had its first wide swings of profit and loss. 

In 1974 and 1975, Norfolk soared to an all-time high 
surplus of $330, 000. The next year it plummeted to 
an all-time high deficit of $228, 000. Now we are on a 
steep upswing again. 

Better financial forecasting and better methods of con¬ 
tinually adjusting public spending to current income are 
needed . 

ADMINISTRATIVE costs include executive salaries and 
expenses, the operation of Customs, the Post Office, 
the Philatellic Section, accounting, the Registrar’s of¬ 
fice and a variety of miscellaneous charges. 

The figure is not yet available for the year just ended, 
but the trend line for the previous nine years established 
a sustained pattern that seems likely to be maintained. 

The Island’s yearly loss of $88, 000 in 1971 put the 
brakes on for a couple of years, and in the historic 
$228, 000-loss year of 1976 there was obviously an eff¬ 
ort to restrain the rate of increase. In die 1977 year 
there was a stunning 37 °lc increase. 


ECONOMIC THEORY says that as the scale of spending 
in an organisation increases, the spending should be 
able to be done more efficiently. In practice, it does 
not prove to be so. 

In 1969 the Island’s net expenditures - not including 
capital expenditures - were $411, 000. That meant that 
administrative costs of $150, 000 used up 367c of the to¬ 
tal money being spent. 

Over the years the percentage has crept up slowly. 
The 1977/78 figure is not in yet, but in 1976/77 net 
expenditures were $1, 414, 000 and administrative costs 
were $645, 000 - 467c of the total. If the ratios hold, 
administrative costs last year will turn out to have been 
around $750, 000. 
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Norfolk Island Revenue Fund 1960-1978 
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MOST COUNTRIES 
should be so lucky! 
Instead of paying in¬ 
terest on a national 
debt, Norfolk has 
savings from past 
years, invested at 
interest to help pay 
the bills. 

We almost wiped ii 
out in ’68 and again 
in *71. Can we keep 
building it? 
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PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES BILL BLUCHER'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


‘The beginning of the end of a long and 

troubled period in our peopled history’ 


THE INAUGURATION of Norfolk's 
new Council and the start of nego¬ 
tiations on the details of local self- 
government for the Island next year 
mark "the beginning of the end of a 
long and troubled period in the his¬ 
tory of the people of Norfolk Island* " 
newly-re-elected President of Com¬ 
mittees Bill Blucher said at Council's 
first meeting on July 12th. 

"It has been agreed* " he said, 

"that on most matters affecting the 
daily life of the people of Norfolk 
Island there will be a new Govern¬ 
ment of Norfolk Island. 

"It will be elected by the people 
of Norfolk Island. 

"It will be the only Government 
exercising die authority to tax the 
people of Norfolk Island. 

"It will be the only Government 
exercising the authority to spend 
those tax moneys for the public bene¬ 
fit. " 

Tracing the history of the Island’s 
loss of self-government in 1896 and 
the long struggle to regain it* Cr. 
Blucher said that Australia’s agree¬ 
ment on local self-government for 
Norfolk, announced in May, would 
mean a new* fourth constitution for 
the Island. 

"Nearly 200 years ago, " he said, 
"some of our ancestors began a new 
society on Pitcairn Island. Since 
then* we have lived under three 
different constitutional periods. 

People on Pitcairn 
had pure democracy 

"Our first constitutional period 
was in 1838, on Pitcairn. It set out 
the simple laws of a pure democracy. 
It deserves a special place in the 
world’s history because it was the 
first time that women's suffrage and 
compulsory education became law* 
anywhere in the British Empire. 

"Our second constitutional period 
was in 1856 when Queen Victoria 


made Norfolk Island a 'distinct and 
separate colony* and established it 
as a new homeland for the Pitcairn 
people. She ordered that the people 
were to continue governing them¬ 
selves, with laws of their own as 
they hhd done on Pitcairn Island. 

"In 1896 our people lost the right 
of self-government, and our third 
constitutional periodcame into ef¬ 
fect. This constitution has gone 
through various changes over the 
years but for the last 82 years our 
people have been governed from 
Australia. 

82 years of asking 
for democracy again 

"Again and again, through those 
82 years* the people of Norfolk 
Island have asked to have demo¬ 
cratic government restored to them. 

"Meanwhile, all around the Pa¬ 
cific, other islands which had been 
colonies have been regaining the 
right to govern themselves. The 
most recent of these have been the 
Solomon Islands, which were given 
that right from England just last week. 

The Royal Commission 

"Just over three years ago, Aust¬ 
ralia announced that it recognised 
that Norfolk Island's present consti¬ 
tution is outmoded and no longer 
appropriate. The Nimmo Royal Com¬ 
mission was set up to consider a bett¬ 
er form of government for the island. 

The report of that Royal Com-i 
mission distressed most of the people 
of Norfolk Island. It said that the 
island was a heavy financial burden 
for Australia; and that the island was 
worth little or nothing to Australia; 
and that the people of Norfolk were 
confused and divided; and that Nor¬ 
folk should be completely integra¬ 
ted into Australia. 


"The great majority of the people 
of Norfolk Island rejected those 
ideas. They believed that Norfolk 
could support itself without great 
handouts from Australia. They be¬ 
lieved, that Norfolk is worth a great 
deal and in signed solemn declara¬ 
tions* they showed that they were not 
confused and divided. An overwhelm 
ing majority said they wanted their 
island to continue being a separate 
and distinct place. 

"The Eighth Norfolk island Coun¬ 
cil did its best to protect the Nor¬ 
folk Island way of life which the 
great majority wanted to preserve. 
That Council took many actions 
and decisions in an effort to pre¬ 
vent the island from being inte¬ 
grated into Australia and in the end 
the Australian Government agreed. 

"Just two months ago it set aside 
the main recommendations of the 
Royal Commission report and an¬ 
nounced that it was ready to work 
with this Ninth Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil to develop responsible govern¬ 
ment on the island once again. 

"And so this Council will see out 
the end of Norfolk's third constitu¬ 
tional period and it will help nego¬ 
tiate the term of a new, fourth con¬ 
stitution. " 

"The outlines of that new consti¬ 
tution have already been agreed to 
by the Australian Government, tak¬ 
ing into account the wishes of the 
people and the many facts that the 
Eighth Norfolk Island Council pre¬ 
sented to Australia. 

A new Government 
of Norfolk Island 

"It has been agreed," he said, 

"that the new government of Nor¬ 
folk Island will administer its own 
system of social welfare benefits 
for those who are in need. This 
system will be formal and it will 
be designed to be fair. It will be 


GIVENCHY 


We have the world-famous Givenchy french perfumes- 
Givenchy III -- Le De Givenchy -- L'lnterdit -- Eau 
de Toilette -- at about one third of mainland prices. 


PETE’S 

PLACE 

T AY LOR'S ROAD 

LUXURIES AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
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different from any other welfare sys¬ 
tem anywhere, because it will be a 
Norfolk Island system, designed to 
meet the actual, distinct needs of 
the people of this island. 

A study to help 
make choices wisely 

"It has beep agreed that the new 
Government of Norfolk island will 
be planned with the advantage of 
sound economic knowledge. Our 
economy will be studied under the 
guidance of one of Australia's most 
outstanding authorities on economics. 
The results of this study will not de¬ 
termine whether Norfolk Island can 
support itself or noi - Norfolk Island 
can support itself, we know that - 
but*the study‘will h4lp us mak£ 
choices wisely. It should show how 
much the island may have to pay 
for various services and benefits the 
people may want. It should show us 
how much money r the island may be 
able to raise under various alternat¬ 
ive schemes of taxation or commer¬ 
cial activity. It should show us how 
money may be saved by doing things 
oneway, rather than another. It 
should give us a better understanding 
of the possible benefits to be gained 
from the 200-mile economic zone 
which Is expected to be proclaimed 
around Norfolk Island later this year. 
Basically, the study should help Nor¬ 
folk Island to continue doing some¬ 
thing which is most unusual in the 
world today and which is essential 
for our freedom and our self-respect - 
that is - to continue operating in the 
black, rather than spending money 
we do not have. 

Initial powers that 
can be handled well 

"Finally, it has been agreed that 
the new government of Norfolk 
Island will be developed carefully 
and gradually. The initial powers 
of the new Government will be dis¬ 
cussed and debated for the best part 
of a year before they are formally 
handed over. During that year it 
is hoped that this Council will gradu¬ 
ally become more closely involved . 
with the policies and the decisions 
being made in administrative areas 
which the Assembly will take over 
next year. 

"When the new Government of 
Norfolk Island commenced, it will 
begin with a range of powers which 
this Council, the Minister and the 
Australian Government are all satis¬ 
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fied can be handled responsibly. 

"As time .goes on and the Norfolk 
Island Government gains experience 
and shows its ability, it will be able 
to negotiate for additional powers. 
These additional powers are to be 
formally considered no later than 
at the end of 5 years and they will 
doubtless be considered sooner, if 
the Island -Government proves it¬ 
self and if the people of Norfolk 
! Island wish to take on greater 
authority and responsibility and 
have them entrusted to their own 
. Norfolk Island Government. 

"Human beings will never agjee 
unanimously on everything, but 
the outline for the new Government 
of Norfolk Island appears to have the 
support of the overwhelming major¬ 
ity of the people of the Island. 

"Last year, more than 600 electors 
solemnly declared that they wanted 
Norfolk Island to have its own distinct 
governmental system of laws, benefits 
and taxes. That is more than three- 
fourths of the number of electors who 
cast formal ballots at last week's elec¬ 
tion. 

"In the election, the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island had the opportunity to 
show, by secret ballot, what they 
wanted. Their answer was unmistak¬ 
able. 

6reat majority have 
faith In Norfolk 

"They have said that Norfolk Island 
is not confused and faction-riddled, 
but that an overwhelming majority 
supported the proposal to keep Nor¬ 
folk separate and distinct. 

"They have said that the great 
majority have faith in Norfolk Isl¬ 
and's ability to manage its own af¬ 
fairs. 

"At the same time a minority of 
the people have said that they have 
different ideas. Each member of 
Council has been elected to repre¬ 
sent all of the people of Norfolk 
Island, and in the year ahead, each 
one of us must take heed of these 
contrary ideas as we try to determine 
what is fairest for all the people of 
the Island. 

"In accepting election as Council¬ 
lors we have accepted a responsibil¬ 
ity to do our best to see that the new 
government of Norfolk Island will be 
the kind of government that the 
people, of the island want. 

"With the continuous advice of the 
people, with their continuous support 
'or criticism, with the goodwill and 
help of Australia, and most important¬ 
ly with God's blessing, we will do our 
best." 

August 1978 
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Cooks' Prlne Minister 
sacked by Uh. Justice 

SIR ALBERT HENRY, Prime Minis¬ 
ter of the Cook Islands, was dis¬ 
missed from Government along 
with seven of his cabinet ministers 
on July 24th. 

They were removed from govern¬ 
ment by the Chief Justice of the 
Cook Islands after an official inqui¬ 
ry into alleged bribery and corrup¬ 
tion in the Cooks* recent election. 

Many Cook Islanders had flown 
back from New Zealand for the 
election, in an effort to unseat Sir ' 
Albert and his relatives-fi lied gov¬ 
ernment. Sir Albert countered by 
chartering planes and flying in a 
further 2,000 islanders*. Their last- 
hour votes reversed die trend of the 
election, which was running against 
Sir Albert until late in the day. 

It was charged that Sir Albert had 
used illegally-obtained funds to pay 
for the charter flights. 

Dr* Tom Davis, head of the oppo¬ 
sition Democratic party, has been 
asked to form a new government. 

A major housecleaning in the Cooks 
seems in the offing. 

"Crown of Thorns" now 
on Samoa's coral reef 

LARGE, RED STARFISH -- known 
as the Crown of Thorns or Alamea —. 
have caused severe damage to some 
American Samoa reefs and could 
pose a threat to its entire beauti¬ 
ful and protective reef system. 

The Crown of Thorns may grow 
nearly two feet in diameter and 
has 15 arms radiating from a 
dinner plate-size body. It is dark 
red and is covered with large, 
spine-like projections. It ’'eats” 
coral by extruding its stomach on¬ 
to the coral and digesting the tiny 
coral animals, leaving only the 
bleached white ’'bones’* of the cor¬ 
al behind. 

The infestation of American Samoa’s 
reefs has been very sudden. At the be¬ 
ginning of 1976, very few were Report¬ 
ed by divers around Tutuila. However, 


heavy damage was first noted on the 
coast-line east of Fagasa, and then 
severe damage was found on the Tae- 
ma Banks - the off-shore reef which 
extends across the entrance of Pago 
Pago Harbor. 

When the Crown of Thoms moved 
in abundance upon the reefs of Lauli*i, 
Nu’uuli, Faga'alu and other areas, 
the Office of Marine Resources posted 
a bounty of 15 cents for each starfish 
killed and turned in. 

Control of the Crown of Thorns in 
deeper water is very difficult and 
could be accomplished only by the use 
of SCUBA equipment. 


Another Island group 
achieves Independence 

THE LONG DRIVE to end colonial 
ruld in the islands of the Pacific pass¬ 
ed a milestone last month with the 
granting of full independence to the 
Solomon Islands. 

The new nation celebrated the oc¬ 
casion on July 7th with solemnities 
and festivities - and with a four-page 
supplement in London’s Financial 
Times, inviting new overseas invest¬ 
ment to help develop the islands* 
resources. 

Solomon Islands became a mem¬ 
ber of the Commonwealth on the day. 
It is a constitutional monarchy, with 
Queen Elizabeth as Head of State. 

About 907c of the Solomons' popu¬ 
lation of 197, 000 people are Mel¬ 
anesians, but there are about 7, 000 
Polynesians who live mostly on 
small offshore islands including 
On tong Java, Sikaiana, Rennel, 
Bellona, the Reef Islands and Tik- 
opia. Some, including the Tik- 
opians, lead a kind of life very lit¬ 
tle changed from the Polynesia of 
hundreds of years ago. 

Norfolk has a strong historic link 
with the Solomons. Christian mission¬ 
aries and teachers for the Solomons 
were trained at the Melanesian 
Mission here, and the Mission was 
re-located in the Solomons when 
the headquarters left here almost 
60 years ago. Wooden buildings 


which stood at the Mission on Nor¬ 
folk were re-erected in the Solomons. 

The Governor-General of Solomon 
Islands is Mr. Baddeley Devesi, a 
Solomon Islander. 

The Prime Minister is Mr. Peter 
Kenilorea, 44. He is the son of a 
Melanesian missionary. He was edu¬ 
cated in Honiara and in New Zea¬ 
land and then became a teacher and 
later a District Commissioner under 
the British administration of the 
islands. 

Solomon Islands becomes the 39th - 
and sixth smallest - member of the 
Commonwealth. Nauru is smallest, 
with Just over 7, 000 population. 


No oil at Tonga yet - 
drilling rig moves on 

TONGA’S HOPES for an oil field 
have collapsed, at least for the 
time being. 

For years people have thought 
that small patches of oil which 
appeared along the shore from time 
to time might be seepage from be¬ 
low the surface. 

A consortium of international oil 
companies banded together several 
years ago and negotiated rights to 
examine the situation. 

This year Webb Tonga Inc., 
formed with U. S. backing, brought 
in a drilling rig and started serious 
exploration. 

Tonga watched anxiously as first 
one, then a second, and finally a 
third exploratory well proved to be 
as dry as dust. 

The third hole, Kumimonu No. 3* 
went down 8, 635 feet before striking 
"basement rock" and being declared 
unproductive last month. 

The drilling rig was then dismantled 
and shipped away - some parts to 
Singapore, some to the U.S. 

Webb Tonga still plan to do an off¬ 
shore seismic survey near the main 
island of Tongatapu and near Eua 
Island, ten miles southeast. 

The new survey will start late this 
year. If results are promising, drill¬ 
ing equipment could be brought back, 
and further exploratory holes put down 
in mid-1979. 

The Webb Tonga programme has 
cost about $6 million so far. Most 
of this went for the cost of bringing 
in and operating the drill rig, and 
for salaries and other costs of the 
company’s own people. But over 
$500, 000 was spent in Tonga for lo¬ 
cal labour, accommodation and 
meals, hiring local cranes and other 
machinery, and other local expenses. 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 



HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 


In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’S 



Come taste nice free samples 


ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map • open & closing times 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia. - 
Tahitian fish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumeri 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies - as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer., 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small/ 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 


NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 


Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and Includes 
-fjy. entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets herfev 



JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2185 




































































RQUDS 

(Norfolk Kland) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LANCO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

RQUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 




ALL 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



RQUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


RQUDS 








PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
i discriminating buyer it is a "must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pra Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in. advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 6# a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri, Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS : 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; _ At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 andl.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays* 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 




SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPhERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE. 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
‘ "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY” WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
* MEMORABLE. 







OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019.:. 





























Here* one of the 
world’s great watches. 


The Citizen Quartz divers watch model no. 60-0997-50. 



Advanced features: Click stop for accurate time 
setting. Power conservation switch for longer 
power cell life. Luminous hands and dial. 

Reliability: One year operation from one silver 
oxide power cell. Click stop mechanism 
prevents hands from being turned through 
shocks to case. Crown is fixed to double 
packed structure by a screwlock to prevent 
variation in the packing compressioility in 
cases of extreme shock. 


Strength: Rigid water resistant construction withstands 
60 kg/enrpressure to a depth of 600 metres. Unified 
structure of case and back cover ensures water 
resistance during prolonged periods under water. 
Tempered crystal face glass. Durable, pliable 
urethane band fits comfortably. 

Accuracy: The Quartz crystal oscillating at 
32,768 Hz gives extremely high accuracy. 

Highly reliable C/MOS-LSI used for elec¬ 
tronic circuit. A step motor advances the 
second hand second by second. 


IN SYDNEY $495. 

AT PRENTICE’S $299. 


© CITIZEN 

a full range at 

■ ' PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and'Air Cargo officfe r ^ ISLAhlB"ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office. Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



"•'TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm S. 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs. , .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream.;. imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies.. .games...artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early <Sc late. 








AGFA-GEVAERT 


The 


Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON 


— NOTABLE AUGUST DATES IN NORFOLK HISTORY- 

August 11, 1788 : The ship ’’Supply” returned to Sydney 
from Norfolk, carrying Lt. King’s report about the r sland. 
He proclaimed Norfolk "one of the finest in the world." 
August 27th, 1867: The Melanesian Mission was allowed 
to acquire 933 acres of land on Norfolk. The price of 
£1830.10. 0 was credited to a fund for the benefit of the 
Norfolk T sianders - many of whom were bitterly opposed 
to the granting of any land to outsiders who had not been 
accepted by the community. 


IHousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. GO) 


TUE 


I Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


8 


I Films (Pds & LC) 
IDarts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


WED 

2 


■ Museum open (M1 - 4 . 30 ) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■ Museum open (Ml - 4 . 30 ) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council- 
meeting (A 2.00) \ 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


14 


■Kousie (LC) 

I Film (Nik) 
ISm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


15 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


16 


■Museum open (M 1-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■Church services 
■ Museum open (M 1-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


21 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
I Film (MRT8. 00). 
■C'dants Din (G) 


■Museum open(Ml-4. 30 ) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■ Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 
ISm’b’d (SP) 
IFilm (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Museum open (M1 -< 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 




a great name in photography 




CALENDAR 


AUGUST 


THUR 

3 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


io 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


17 


I h ousie (LC) 
iSm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.C0) 
IRotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 
ISm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
IRotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


31 


I Housie (LC) 
ISm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
IRotary (Nlk6. 30) 
I Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

4 


■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


ii 


■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
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■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.G0) 


IFilm (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
IFilm (MRT8. 


SAT 

5 


ISDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


12 


ISDA service 
■ Housie (RSL8. 00) 
I Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



ISDA service 
IHousie (RSL8. 00) 
Open night fNik) 
Film (MRT8. 00) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


WIND ROSE 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . . 

N 

- 50 . 



LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BF -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 



















NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.15 Just a minute 

10 o 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 C & W Show 

9. 00 Naked Vicar 

10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

OfTTEeTV oodlanders 

10. 05 Music from Show$& 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00. 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00, 12.00, 1.05 


7. 05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

’’8.00 Songwriters 

9. 30 Jazz Piano 

10. 30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Men from the Ministry 
10.45 Morning serial 
12. 05 World affairs ..... 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of month) 

N.I. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 
9.15 World of books 
10. 05 Helen with the High 
Hand 

10. 45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 
12.. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1. 30S.D. A. Prog. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
4. 30 Ron Glum 
7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth. 

only) Council Re-brdcst 
7.05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

97l5 I*m sorry I’ll read 
that again 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line (music) 
10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 

12. 05 Science/sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. DO Radio Aust. relay 

7. 00 Program surrounded 
by fine music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 
10. 30 Aust. & Local News 


10;45 Top of Pops., 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
5. 00 Young Mood 
7.05 Who Said Thai 

7.30 Movin' Music 

8.00 Tess of the D’Urbervilles 
8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9. 00 Light Music from 

Holland 

9.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

10. 30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Football Commentary 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 
7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 

ties" have always said the Pitcairners* 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 




THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

Hotel 

Cocktail 
Bar and 



mmm 

me 

YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
^ ^FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

me 

DINING ROOM 

EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

mce 


STEREO 

• * ■ r\T\n\i/rt a xrrt t 


MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT 


THURSDAYS PLEASE 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 


RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 
















































Minolta proudly presents 
the greatest camera 
advance in years. 



®.i 

min°J 


iannnnTQ 


Compact, lightweight and easy-to- 
use 35 mm camera with both automatic 
exposure control and manual control. 

Electronic Readout in Viewfinder; 
Bright, red LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) 
light up in the viewfinder to conveniently 
indicate selected shutter speeds. 

LED Self-Timer. A red LED is 
located on the front of the camera body. 

It gradually blinks faster and faster to 
signal you that the shutter will soon 
snap. 

New Fail-Safe Design. Exciting, fool¬ 
proof features are built-in to make 
professional-looking results easier than 
ever. Simply touching the sensor shutter 
signals shutter speed and lighting 
situation. An automatic shutter release 
lock keeps the camera from exceeding 
its 1/1000th shutter speed limit to prevent 
over-exposed pictures. 

Auto Winder G. Lets you shoot two 
frames per second to capture the critical 
moment. Compact, easy-to-use and 
designed exclusively for the XG-2. 

Auto Electroflash 200X. 

Automatically releases the right amount 
of light. Automatically sets camera 
shutter speed to 1/60th sec. Blinking by 
LED indication in the viewfinder indicates 
the flash is fully charged. Synchronizes 
with the winder for continuous flash 
photos. 

Sharp Minolta Rokkor Lens System. 
The XG-2 accepts virtually all of our 
precision family of Rokkor lenses. A vast 
system of Minolta SLR accessories ore at 
your command. 1 < 


The Multi-Mode 


MINOLTA XD-7 

The choice is yours. 


CAMERALINES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 









BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

■ 

Cameralines: "Kodak Instamatic 28, 
was $61, now $49. 50; Kodak Insta- 
matic 38, was $76. 65, now $59.50; 
f Kodak Instamatic 500 electronic, 
was $69. 50, now $49. 50. ” 

■ 

Prentice’s : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, from $10.80 to 
$230." a 

Milton’s: "The Seiko digital alarm 
chronograph for only $179. 95. ” 


Proud’s ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

m 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-free : "A big 
new selection^ famous "Glo-mesh 
ladies’ fashion evening bags and ac¬ 
cessories. ’’ 

■ 

The Trading Post; "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


A BC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC+ABC+A BC+ABC 


* A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE ? 



ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

' ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES, INCLUDING TAXATION, SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES 0F.;.JH1S NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94, 50(SPPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 












jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 

direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 
and amber c, 


om the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. ■ The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



Someday all watches will be made this way. 



Giareing the world's 
standara of accuracy. 


The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. & 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


























A BREATH OF FRESH AIR FROM THE MAN WHO IS DOING NORFOLK'S ECONOMIC STUDY 

The Refreshing Views of Prof. 


THE ECONOMIC study authorised to 
help prepare Norfolk Island for lo¬ 
cal self-government is being car¬ 
ried out by'Prof. Ron Gates, Vice- 
Chancellor of the University of New 
England. 

Prof. Gates is the independent 
economist whose help was sought 
privately by individual members of 
Council last year, after Australia 
had said that the appointment of an 
independent economist was not 
justifiable, and would delay con¬ 
sideration of the Nimmo Report. 

Prof. Gates visited the Island 
briefly last month for a discussion 
with Council and a preliminary 
look at the place. 

He is known as leading economic 
authority who strongly favours the 
decentralisation of government pow¬ 
ers and believes that governments 
should stay out of matters that in¬ 
dividuals and communities can 
handle as well or better themselves. 
Born in Tasmania, he became a 
Rhodes scholar and holds a Master 
of Arts degree from Oxford. He 
has been president of the Economic 
Society of Australia and of the Aust¬ 


ralian Institute for Urban Studies. 

Professor Gates was approached by 
Hon. R.J. Ellicott, Norfolk’s res¬ 
ponsible Minister, to undertake the 
study. He accepted the following 
terms of reference: 

'• Having regard to the need for 
Norfolk Island to be as far as prac¬ 
ticable economically and financial¬ 
ly self-supporting, with appropriate 
standards of Government services, 
including social services, examine 
and report on: 

"1. The economic capacity of 
the Island. 

M 2. appropriate; means of financing 
local government expenditure; 

"3. the effects of different taxes 
and levels of taxes; 

"4. the costs of maintaining the 
public services of the Island; 

M 5. the demand of various social 
service benefits on the Island; 

"6. the direct and indirect costs of 
different levels of social service 
benefits; 

"T. any other matters which, in the 
opinion of the consultant, are 
relevant." 

Prof. Gates and his associate in the 


Ron Gates 

study. Prof. Malcolm Treadgold, 
will make a census-like survey of Nor¬ 
folk, with every resident being asked 
to complete a questionnaire covering 
financial and other facts. The forms 
will be anonymous, with no name re¬ 
quired. Details of information given 
in the census will be available only 
to Prof. Gates and his own staff. No 
one on the Island, or connected with 
the Island, will have access to the 
forms. 

Prof. Gates* philosophies on gov¬ 
ernment will be warmly welcomed 
by Island residents who believe that 
Norfolk should not be closely regu¬ 
lated from Australia but should be 
allowed to preserve its own distinct 
system of laws, benefits and taxes. 

In a major address to the annual 
conference of Town Clerks in N. S. W. 
last year he made his views clear. 

"Let me start by defining the role 
of government in general, "he said. 

"I see government, in our kind of 
society, as existing to enrich people’s 
lives by widening the choices avail¬ 
able to them for the development and 
use of their individual faculties. In 
fulfilling this role, governments pre- 


QE1 INTO THE FUN OF THE 

South Pacific! 


☆ 


norfolk's premier hotel 

"THE DANSANT" SATURDAY NIGHTS - 
LIGHT TEA. MUSIC , DA NCI NG 


FAMOUS SMORGASBORDS - ONLY $8 


☆ 


☆ 


BIG FIVE-COURSE DINNER - ONLY $8 
AND AS MUCH AS YOU CAN EAT 


BISTRO LUNCH FROM $2 


☆ 


FRIDAY NIGHT QUICK GRILL - 
OR A SPECIAL CHINESE DINNER 



Am WATS NOT ALL I 

■^^DANCE MUSIC BY ''SQUEAKY" T HU RS D A Y . F RID A Y, SATURDAY 

☆ HOUSIE WEDNESDAY NIGHT - WITH FREE SANDWICHES 

REE MOVIE ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 


A FTERNOON TEA - COFFEE - PATISSERIES 


south pacific hotel /motel limited 


South Paeifie 


telephone 2166 
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scribe rules which regulate our re- , 
lationships with one another; 0"tfee^'’ • y 
mobilise some part of our individ¬ 
ual resources, through taxes and 
charges* in order to provide services 
that we cannot, acting as individ¬ 
uals, provide efficiently for ourselves; 
and they redistribute resources between 
Individuals so that all of us have a 
reasonable chance to realize our po¬ 
tentialities. For reasons that will 
become clear, I believe that much 
of this governmental task is better 
performed at a local or regional lev¬ 
el.- 

Speaking of social services he said: 

".,. there is a persuasive case to be . 
made for greater activity by local 
authorities in this field. Their de¬ 
cisions are likely to be more efficient 
in many instances than those of state 
and national governments^ because 
they are more familiar with local 
needs and with the willingness of the 
citizens to divert resources from other 
uses, and because they are not bound 
to national or statewide uniformity. 
Local government is especially well 
placed to get the maximum benefit 
out of resources devoted to welfare 
services. It is more approachable 
and more likely to be aware of cases 
of need. It can concentrate its re¬ 
sources where they will have the great¬ 
est effect. Because it operates on a 
relatively small scale, it can take a 
comprehensive and integrated view of 
the individual or die family. In 
these ways It can avoid the weak¬ 
nesses inherent in large, specialized 
departments. It can also stimulate 
and assist the work of voluntary or¬ 
ganizations. 

M Be that as it may, it is disturb¬ 
ing to see a decline in the total 
share of local government in econ¬ 
omic activity. There is, indeed, a 
strong case to be made for giving it 
a much larger share of the action. 

"First, local government offers a 
relatively direct and intimate avenue 
for the ordinary citizen to interest 
himself in the affairs of organized 
society. 

"Second, it allows .scope for the 
level and composition of govern¬ 
ment activity to be adapted to the 
circumstances and preferences of 
local communities. 

"Third, it introduces diversity 
and colour into an increasingly 
standardized society, and gives the 
individual a wider choice of the 
kinds of communities in which he 
may live. 

"Fourth, it lends itself to experi¬ 
mentation and innovation in meth¬ 
ods la satisfying die desires of the 
people, and thus should be better 
placed to achieve progress than 


large-scale gqvernment controlled 
fiohi the centre: : 

"Fifth, it offers a corrective to 
the undue shift of functions up the 
governmental pyramid, which has 
been brought about by economies 
of scale in revenue-raising and by 
the taste for power and patronage. 

"I would stress the last point. 

The people who govern us, at what¬ 
ever level, are apt to forget the 
real purpose of what they do. Their 
satisfactions tend to come from the 
growth of their administrative or- 
ganizations,from the development 
* of systems, and from forcing the 
subject-matter of their activities 
into a neat and uniform mould. 
Centralizations of government 
functions obviously serves these 
ends. But it can.only do so at the 
sacrifice of some responsiveness to 
the values of the ordinary citizen. 
Moreover, even if large scale and 
uniformity could be shown to be the 
best means of meeting the present 
needs of the community, small 
scale and diversity would still stand 
as.the best guarantee that the sys¬ 
tem will respond readily to chang¬ 
ing needs and possibilities." 

Professor Gates is for open govern¬ 
ment. He says: "Our kind of democ¬ 
racy requires that government should 
be a constant focus of attention and 
that there should be a great deal of 
communication and influence, in 
both directions, between governors 
and governed. Thus it is important 
that we give government at any level 
enough responsibility to make people 
look at it all the time. How well a 
unit of government performs one 
function depends in part on how many 
other jobs it has to do and how much 
they impinge on the lives of the 
people. 

"The other reason, and one that 
tends to be overlooked by those who 
favour a multiplicity of special- 
purpose authorities, is the virtue of 
choice. 

"Brisbane is the only major city 
in Australia where it was possible, as 
a matter of deliberate social choice, 
to neglect the roads in order to ex¬ 
tend the sewers. Priorities of that 
kind can be given full effect only 
when the functions concerned are in 
the hands of a single, electorally 
responsive body. Democracy can 
make mistakes and commit excess¬ 
es ; but in the long haul the compos¬ 
ite choice of more of one thing and 
less of another, made under the gaze 
of an attentive public opinion, is 
- likely to be;superior ^the indepen¬ 
dent barrow ^-pushing & Special-pur¬ 
pose authorities." 

"If local government is to be 


attractive and flexible, it must.be 
fiscally ^elf-r^tlant.. . the status of 
local government and its freedom to 
choose its own path rest heavily on 
independence and responsibility in 
matters of finance... 

"A good local tax system should 
distribute the burden in accordance 
with the value that each member of 
the community puts on the expendi¬ 
ture of the taxing authority. This 
precept is known technically as "the 
benefit principle". Where the ser¬ 
vices of local government are indi¬ 
vidually marketable, the principle 
will be best met by charging a price 
equal to the additional cost incurred 
in satisfying each person's demand; 
for then the user of the services will 
be required to determine for himself 
whether he values them more highly ‘ 
than the alternative uses to which he 
could put his claim on the economy's 
resources. however, where local 
government expenditure confers bene¬ 
fits in common on a number of 
people, it is necessary to rely on 
taxation. In its strict form, the 
benefit principle enjoins the local 
authority to extract from each citi¬ 
zen a fraction of the total cost of 
each service; that will make him 
demand the same total expenditure 
on it as everybody else.. In prac¬ 
tice, of course, it is necessary to 
be content with rough approxima¬ 
tions based on judgment... 

"The final requirement of a local 
tax system is economy in administra 
tion. Sfn£e local taxation must be 
levied on a relatively small scale, 
there is a general presumption in fa¬ 
vour of taxes which do not require 
expensive assessment procedures and 
which impose on the taxpayer a min¬ 
imal burden of special record-keep¬ 
ing. " 

"When local authorities or local 
or regional communities knock on a 
Minister's door and ask for funds, or 
when they press for the provision of 
additional government services in 
their areas, the answer should be: 

"Do it yourself! And this is how you 
can go about doing it. " Local initiat¬ 
ive may mean the adoption of a new 
way of raising local revenue; and ^ 
there are people who can advise on 
how to do that. It may mean getting 
together with people in adjacent lo¬ 
cal areas to set up a representative 
regional or sub-regional body to do a 
job. If there is something that 
people really wish to have done, then 
that is the time to tell them how to 
do it in a way that will take them a 
step further towards a powerful and 4 .. 
flexible structure of local govern¬ 
ment. " 
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PACIFIC 


REGIONALISM” 


CAN ThE PACIFIC ISLANDS REALLY HELP ON ANOTHER? OR IS 
IT MERELY A THEORY THAT WON'T WORK? AN EXPERT COMMENTS, 


THE ISLANDS of the South Pacific 
have had few links with one another 
in the past.. 

Their outside contacts have been 
mostly with their parent countries 
overseas, whose colonies they were. 

But as the islands have gradually 
gained self-government over the past 
decade, and have looked around to 
see what their opportunities and fu¬ 
ture problems may be, a conception 
of Pacific regionalism has taken on - 
new meanings. 

Pacific regionalism - realising 
that the islands have much in com¬ 
mon, developing inter-island com¬ 
mercial enterprises, working out 
deals with one another - is at a cru¬ 
cial stage. 

Dr. Richard Hen, of Tasmania, 
presented an analysis of the situation 
to the hearings of Australia's Senate 
Committee. 

His written submission was made 
on behalf of the Australian Institute 
of International Affairs on Foreign 
Affairs and Defense last year. A 
transcript of his testimony has re¬ 
cently become available. 

Dr. Herr said that Pacific region¬ 
alism is at a delicate stage of de¬ 
velopment because a majority of the 
islands is now attaining self-govern¬ 
ment - and because a second genera¬ 
tion of island leaders, with new views, 
1$ coming to the fore. 

here are excerpts from the ques¬ 
tions the Senators put to him, and 
his answers. 

Changing leadership 

Sen. McIntosh: "Do you see the 
South Pacific countries as being very 
dependent on their leaders in com¬ 
parison with other countries? If so, 
is this situation changing and what 
style of leadership is likely to em¬ 
erge? 

Dr. Herr: "The answer is certainly 
yes to the first question and I do see 
it as changing. It is fairly evident 
with the change in Nauru ... there 
is a similar situation with Prime Min¬ 
ister Efi in Western Samoa,also be¬ 
cause of the unsettled conditions cer¬ 
tainly the Solomons will change. 

There is a second generation of 
leadership emerging and this second 
generation of leadership will be slight¬ 
ly less traditionally oriented, less 
conscious of so much of the tissue of 
relationships involved in maintain¬ 


ing traditional society. For example 
Prime Minister Efi has been much 
more enthusiastically in favour of de¬ 
velopment than were either of his 2 
predecessors. I suspect that trend 
will continue. On the question of 
possible changes in leadership, it 
was very, very possible Fiji would 
have had its first Indian Prime Min¬ 
ister a few months ago which seems 
less likely now. However if that one 
change did happen it would make an 
enormous amount of difference to 
the rest of the South Pacific. Fij¬ 
ian Prime Minister, Sir Kamasese 
Ratu Mara, has traditional links with 
the central Polynesian states in the 
South Pacific. He has an enormous 
amount ot personal prestige in this 
area. He, probably more than any¬ 
one else, has been responsible for 
whatever real benefits of regional¬ 
ism exist in the South Pacific. If, 
or indeed when, he leaves office 
that cement of South Pacific region¬ 
alism will be removed; those ties 
that bind them together will be 
loosened and this makes a differ¬ 
ence to Australia. We have been 
enthusiastic supporters of a regional 
approach in the South Pacific and 
we must at least be aware that some 
of the emphasis on regionalism ex¬ 
isting today may be vitiated by 
events in the future. The one event 
that strikes me as being most likely 
to have an effect will be the pass¬ 
ing from the political scene of Ratu 
Sir Kamasese Mara. That Is one 
change in leadership that will direct¬ 
ly affect our diplomatic relations. 
However to qualify that, obviously 
if it goes on for a long time and the 
second generation of leaders emerge 
who build their own connections, 
then Ratu Sir Kamasese Mara will 
become less and less personally im¬ 
portant to the complexion of South 
Pacific regionalism... 

Sen. McIntosh: "How realistic do 
you think the concept of regional¬ 
ism is for the countries of the South 
Pacific? In which endeavours does 
it work and will it become stronger 
in the future? 

Dr. Herr; "To my mind I think it is 
terribly important. Most of my re¬ 
search has been on regionalism and 
thus I think it is particularly justifi¬ 
able in this area. The South Pacific 
is the world's most prolific spawning 
ground for microstates and micro¬ 
states are almost by definition limit¬ 
ed in their physical capacities. 


There are a few Dubais and Naurus 
about the place, but not terribly 
many, and certainly very few in 
the South Pacific. And so there 
are advantages in sharing, there 
are disadvantages well; besides 
sharing strengths one also tends to 
share weaknesses, and this is what 
I think you were asking me about 
the regional airline. They try to 
individualise the profits and dis¬ 
perse the loss and everybody objects 
to that. But I think it is a concept 
that most of the governments in die 
South Pacific are committed to. I 
suppose 1 would have a hard time 
detailing entirely the areas in which 
it is most appropriate; I have given 
the Committee a copy of die report 
that I helped to write last year in 
which we detailed the areas of re¬ 
gionalism for which we thought the 
SPC was the most appropriate body. 
There are certainly a lot of other 
areas where I think the South Pacif¬ 
ic Forum and its research secretar¬ 
iat body, SPEC, are doing tremen¬ 
dous work, if they can continue 
with it. 

Can regionalism work? 

"1 think mat nnngs me io your 
third question: Is it changing or 
will It succeed? I am certainly 
somewhat less opdmistic today 
than 1 would have been three or 
four years ago, 1 think it was 3 
years ago that Ratu Mara said at a 
Forum meeting: 'If we cannot 
solve this civil aviation problem 
regionally then regionalism is dead'. 
Well, it has been three or four years 
and they have not solved it. I do 
not think regionalism is dead, but 
one does have to recognise that re¬ 
gionalism has to be practical; at 
one level it can be based on cam¬ 
araderie but when you get down 
to money and major development 
projects, inter-country co-opera¬ 
tion, it becomes a very serious 
business indeed and good mate- 
ship just does not pay all the bills 
and it does not solve all the prob¬ 
lems. I think it is to the credit of 
the South Pacific that it has reach¬ 
ed the stage in regional associa¬ 
tions which is the awkward stage, 
where it has to begin making real 
progress, and 1 am hopeful it will 
make this progress, but I am aware 
that it may not. 
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"One looks to the Caribbean Com¬ 
mission which was a sister body to 
the SPC. 1 think that went through 
4 different permutations in a life 
that lasted less than 20 years and it 
is not around today. The Caribbean 
Federation failed; one looks at the 
East Africap Federation and the East 
African - the name escapes me at 
the moment - the sharing of the 
postal services, the airlines and so 
forth. These sorts of ventures have 
collapsed because there was an at¬ 
tempt to do more than the real sup¬ 
port underlying it would permit. 

They in part expanded under the in¬ 
fluence of colonial administrators 
who recognised that these problems 
were coming and thought they would 
anticipate them, and so they created 
the structures for regional co-opera¬ 
tion once independence arrived. 

But once independence arrived the 

"THE TIES THAT BIND... " -- 



PETER TALI COLEMAN 
American Samoa 


local rivalries came to the fore; the 
support was not there and they col¬ 
lapsed inward to the smallest size 
that they could sustain. 

The South Pacific, I hope, is not 
in that situation, but it is at the 
transition stage between a minority 
of states being independent or self- 
governing and the majority becom¬ 
ing independent and self-governing, 
and that is a very crucial and diffi¬ 
cult stage, I think, for regional 
association generally. 

Multiple associations 

"This is why I support the view of 
multiplicity of regional associations 
in the South Pacific. There was a 
view last year from the task force 
report that was made under sponsor¬ 
ship of the Forum that we would be 



RATU SIR KAMISESE MARA 
Fiji 


better off with one single effic: 
association, but this has not be 
the pattern. If one looks at. 
and the remarkable succes- v* re¬ 
gional association there, part of it 
has been due to the variety of op¬ 
tions open in regional association, 
and it has been the multiplicity of 
regional associations rather than the 
unity, a movement towards a 
rationalisation of associations which 
has been characteristic of its success. 
I think we want, from our point of 
view, to be a bit careful about try® 
ing to impose a kind of efficiency 
which simply may not be there. I 
know this was the view that the 
smaller states took last year at 
Nauru. They said: 'We are not 
altogether certain that we want to 
have our options reduced by 50 per 
cent*. 

Chairman: "Do you see any threat. 



POLITICS IN THE PACIFIC are highly 
personalised. The quality of "mana" 
is important - an in-dwelling kind of 
spiritual power, which has far more 
meaning than the slightly tinselly 
western quality called "charisma". 

Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara has great 
mana. As American Samoa’s first 
elected Governor, Peter Tali Cole¬ 
man has it too. His great experience 
in government in Samoa and in the 
Trust Territory of Micronesia equip 
him to be one of the Pacific's fore¬ 
most leaders. 

Younger men are also emerging, 
and their views and national aspir¬ 
ations are being heard Pacific-wide. 



A SECOND GENERATION OF ISLAND LEADERS COMING TO THE FORE 



Western Samoa Solomon Islands Papua New Guinea 
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or weakening to regionalism, 
through the matter you referred to 
a while ago, the possible k diange in 
the style and attitude of new leaders? 
Dr. Herr: "On the one hand Ksee.. . 
it as being the hope for regional 
association. I do not think it is a 
problem, but one of the difficulties 
with current attitudes towards re¬ 
gional association in the South Pa¬ 
cific is that it is built on this first 
generation of leaders who have 
known each other much of their 
lives, certainly most of their poli¬ 
tical lives. They are used to work¬ 
ing together, and feel comfortable 
together, and it has been highly 
personalised. 

"If regional association in the 
South Pacific is going to endure 
and move on to bigger and better 
things, it has to be subject to rout¬ 
ine to some extent. It has to be¬ 
come an institutional thing. This 
means that the transition in leader¬ 
ships should not affect it, and so on 
the one hand, recognising that so 
much of the present level of region¬ 
al consciousness is based on this 
personal factor of the current lead¬ 
ership, it makes me a bit nervous 
about a change to a second genera¬ 
tion of leadership. On the other 
hand, one has to be optimistic be¬ 


cause if they succeed, if the transi¬ 
tion takes place and the commit¬ 
ment is still there, then I tend to 
think that regional associations 
will be successful in the South Pa¬ 
cific and they will do the job that 
people- want them to do... 

"Basically there is a misappre¬ 
hension among a lot of people that 
the SPC is an aid-giving body; that 
it is there to disburse aid funds and 
provide aid projects and this sort of 
thing. It is not. It is a catalyst 
body - it was originally. It does 
provide small quantities of direct 
aid but that was not originally its 
primary purpose. If it had more 
funds I have no doubt that it could 
engage effectively, with appropri¬ 
ate technology. This is an area 
in which the co-operation of the 
SPC might be very useful. But its 
effectiveness, to my mind, has been 
in areas which are not catered for by 
other bodies. 

Everybody was there 

"The South Pacific Conference is 
one such instance, as Senator Prim¬ 
mer will remember from the con¬ 
ference in Rarotonga. Almost 
everybody who is interested in the 


South Pacific was there. The poss¬ 
ibility for informal off-record ne¬ 
gotiations and discussions was end¬ 
less really and people made use of 
them. This is a forum that the 
South Pacific Forum as a political 
body cannot offer. 

"The heads of government simply 
are not going to allow the universi¬ 
ties, philanthropic organisations, 
governments not involved in the dis¬ 
cussions to be parties to their negotia¬ 
tions. But you can do this sort of 
thing on an informal basis in the con¬ 
ference. 

Dlsseninatlng opinion 

"This therefore gives the South 
Pacific an enormously viable instru¬ 
ment for gaining the opinions, and 
even more importantly from our 
point of view, disseminating the 
opinions of the South Pacific island¬ 
ers to the rest of the world, than any 
other arrangement existing at the 
moment. The reason this forum ex¬ 
ists as it does is because the SPC is 
non-political. If it were to become 
a body like the Forum, or if it were 
to be absorbed in the Forum, I think 
it would be mote difficult for a lot 
of the participants in the conference 
to be involved... " 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEOONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetberington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St.. Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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AN ENTRY IN A "MINUTE BOOK" IN NEW ZEALAND ONLY DEEPENS THE 


Mystery of Norfolk’s 122-year-old 


BACK IN 1857 Governor William 
Denison, visiting Norfolk Island, 
vas shown a letter the Pitcairners 
rad been given, which they felt 
proved Norfolk was theirs. 

The Governor took it out of Chief 
Magistrate G. M. F. Young’s hands, 
and said it was of no further use to 
the people of the Island. 

That was the origin of the legend 
of "the missing document" which 
anguished generations of Norfolk 
Islanders. 

What was the letter? 

* Controversy about it arose re¬ 
cently with publicity in the New 
Zealand press concerning an old 
"minute book" from Norfolk, now 
in the possession of Mr. P.W. Col¬ 
lins, of Tauranga. 

Historical research reveals that 
the letter Gov. Denison snatched 
away may have been any one of 
three different letters - two of 
which are still missing, if in fact 
they ever existed. 

For some years it has been assumed 
that the letter Denison took was the 
"Fremantle letter". 

About two weeks after the Pitcairn¬ 
ers landed at Norfolk, Captain Ste¬ 
phen G. Fremantle arrived in B.M. S. 
"Juno". He wrote a letter while an¬ 
chored offshore, and then came on¬ 
to the Island and read it out, and 
gave it to Chief Magistrate Young. 

Was the Fremantle letter "the 
missing document" ? 

Chief Magistrate Young says that 
the letter Gov. Denison took out of 
his hands was something quite dif¬ 
ferent. 

And - to deepen the mystery - 
Young recited a different story 
again, in another signed statement. 

In one statement, the one in the 
minute book found by Mr. Collins, 
Young says the letter Denison took 
was one Superintendent Stewart had 
given him when the Pitcairners first 
landed, putting us in possession of 
Norfolk Island and all stores live 
stock houses etc. etc. " He says the 
letter was signed by Denison him¬ 
self. That does not sound like the 
Fremantle letter. 

Captain Fremantle didn’t reach 
Norfolk for a couple of weeks after 
the Pitcairners landed - and he sign¬ 
ed his own letter himself. 

The Collins minute book has 
about 30 pages, with lined paper, 
bound like a school exercise book. 

It includes statements by various 
Islanders about their understand¬ 


ing of the terms of the move to 
Norfolk. The statements are writ¬ 
ten mostly in one hand, but are 
signed by the various people mak¬ 
ing the statements. 

A number of dates are mention¬ 
ed in the minute book. One is 
1885, so the book was written no 
earlier than that year, and could 
have been written years later. 

In 1898, Young and other lead¬ 
ing Islanders made another set of 
formal statements about the move 
to Norfolk. They were distressed 
that self-government had been 
taken away from them in 1896, 
and were trying to plead for jus¬ 
tice. 

In that 1898 statement, G.M.F. 
Young says that the letter Gov. Deni¬ 
son took from him was signed "by 
order of Sir William Denison - Cap¬ 
tain Stephen Fremantle". 

That sounds like the "Fremantle 
letter", which concluded with the 
words "This is communicated by 
direction of H.E. the Governor Gen¬ 
eral. " 

But in Young’s 1898 statement he 
says that the letter Denison took 
away had been banded to Young by 
Captain Freemantle "on his arrival 
on Pitcairns Island in the year 1855"! 

Was Young’s memory playing 
tricks on him? He was born in 1822 
and in 1898 he was 76 years old. 

His signature,in both the Collins 
minute book and the 1898 statement, 
is infirm. 

Captain Fremantle had visited Pit¬ 
cairn in 1855, and he had taken 
along with him a message from Gov. 
Denison. In Fremantle’s report of 
the visit, he describes this message 
as being a description of Norfolk 
Island, drawn up and furnished by 
Denison. Was it in fact a letter? 

If so, perhaps it implied promises - 
though it was unlikely that Denison 
would have made firm commitments, 
because he did not sense that he had 
authority to make firm commitments 
at the time he sent Fremantle to Pit¬ 
cairn. 

Here is the full text of Young’s 
1898 statement. 

"I George Martin Frederick 
Young of Norfolk but late of Pit¬ 
cairns Island say 

"That I was 1st Councillor on 
Pitcairns Island during the year 
1852, and Chief Magistrate for the 
years 1855, 1856, and Chief Magis¬ 
trate on Norfolk Island during the 
years 1857 and 1859. 


Lost Letter 

"In 1853 Mr. Nicholas British 
Consul Raiatea called at Pitcairns 
Island. He ascertained the feel¬ 
ings of the Community upon the 
contemplated removal from Pit¬ 
cairns Island to Norfolk Island. 

On his return to Raiatea Mr. Arthur 
Quintal the then Chief Magistrate 
received a letter from him to the 
following effect. I am directed by 
the Duke of Newcastle to inform 
the inhabitants of Pitcairns Island 
that Norfolk Island shall not be 
wholly ceded to them (700 acres 
will be reserved as glebe land). 

After receiving the above letter, 
the majority of the Pitcairn Com¬ 
munity consented to emigrate to 
Norfolk Island, and Admiral Mores¬ 
by who had taken great interest in 
the movement was duly notified 
of the fact. In 1855 Captain Fre¬ 
mantle was ordered to Pitcairns 
Island to ascertain the feelings of 
the people of Pitcairns Island upon 
the matter of their removal to Nor¬ 
folk Island. Captain Fremantle as¬ 
certained the fact that die majority 
of the Community were prepared to 
emigrate to Norfolk Island. 

"In the early part of die year 1856 
the Ship "Morayshire" with Lieuten¬ 
ant Gregorie arrived off Pitcairns 
Island for the purpose of removing 
the Community to Norfolk Island. 

A public meeting was called by 
me. Mr. Gregorie read despatches 
and instructions giving the whole 
of Norfolk Island excepting 700 
acres to die Pitcairn Islanders; 
promising us the right to govern 
ourselves in the same manner as 
we were governed in Pitcairns Isl¬ 
and. The houses given in lieu of 
those we left behind, all live stock, 
stores etc. with the exception of 
2 or 3 horses, properties of some 
gentleman. These promises made 
by the Imperial Officer in charge 
of the removal overcame all ob¬ 
jections and finally induced the 
whole Community to emigrate to 
Norfolk Island, and it was distinct¬ 
ly understood between all parties 
that Norfolk Island would be ceded 
to the Pitcairn Islanders if they 
emigrate to Norfolk Island (77 
acres excepted). That Mr. Greg¬ 
orie did not nor did we gather 
from despatches or those persons 
with whom we communicated, 
that at some future date these 
promises would be revoked. Our 
trust in the promises of Imperial 
Agents at that time was full and 
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perfect. 

"On the arrival at Norfolk Isl¬ 
and in June 1856 the promises 
made by the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment were fulfilled by Superin- 
tendant Stewart in charge of Nor¬ 
folk Island on our arrival. In the 
presence of Mr. Grfcgorie he (Stew¬ 
art) handed to me as Chief Magis¬ 
trate of the Pitcairn Islanders (I 
then held no commission from the 
Crown) Norfolk Island and all it 
contained, the houses,, horses, 
keys, cattle, sheep t swine with docu¬ 
ments, book, papers etc. with a 
complete list of all articles on the 
island with a letter from Sir William 
Denison, Governor of New South 
Wales, putting us in possession of 
Norfolk Island and all it contained, 
and signed by him. 

’’For the year 1857 I was Chief 
Magistrate of Norfolk Island with a 
Commission from the Crown, and 
dealt with the live stock and all the 
articles on the Island as the property 
of the Community. In 1856 the 
houses were drawn for by lots and to 
the best of my belief all keys of the 
different houses of Norfolk Island I 
distributed to the heads of families 
as each one took possession of his 
house. 

"The cattle were divided by giv¬ 
ing to each person one beast, the 


balance was reserved for public pur¬ 
poses. The horses were divided by 
lots reserving one mare for breeding 
purposes so that each family may 
have a horse. The sheep were re¬ 
served for public purposes. These 
arrangements were made solely by 
the Community themselves. The 
whole of the stock could, if they had 
a mind, have been divided amongst 
themselves but they thought certain 
expenses would be required from 
time to time and so part of the 
live stock was not divided. It was 
from the proceeds of the live stock 
great portions of the Norfolk Island 
Fund was derived from. 

"The whole of Norfolk Island was 
at first directed by Lieutenant Greg- 
orie to be divided into 32 or 33 
shares so that each family at that 
time may have one of such share, 
but at a public meeting called for 
that purpose it was decided that the 
Island should be cut up into 50 acre 
lots and that each family should 
take one lot, the rest to be given 
to each married couple on marriage. 
This arrangement was made by the 
people themselves and sanctioned 
by the Governor of N. Island. 

"Subsequently the area was re¬ 
duced to 25 acres on marriage. 

The only conditions attached up to 
this period to the occupation of 


land was that of marriage. 

"In 1886 another change in the 
land laws was made, that is before 
the Crown Grant issues the married 
couple must put upon the land per¬ 
manent improvements to the value 
of 2£ per acre, and young men be¬ 
fore marriage of the age of 25 years 
may take up 12i acres on the im¬ 
proved system. Sanctioned by his 
Excellency Lord Carrington. 

"Ever since our arrival upon this 
island the Community of Pitcairns 
Island have considered that Norfolk 
Island and all it contained was given 
to them to be held under the Crown. 

"That in the year 1859 Governor 
Denison visited Norfolk Island and 
took from me in the presence of Mr. 
Thomas I3uffett, my 1st Councillor 
an unpublished letter signed by order 
of Sir William Denison - Captain 
Stephen Fremantle which was handed 
to me by him on his arrival on Pit¬ 
cairns Island in the year 1855. 

"The purport of this letter was to 
the effect that Norfolk Island and all 
it contained are to be handed to the 
Pitcairn islanders, on their arrival on 
Norfolk Island. I complained to Sir 
John Pakington when he was Secre¬ 
tary of States for the Colonies, of 
the action of the Governor. 

"G.M.F. Young * 



What an expert says about the Crack-Pot 


44lhere are 
several reasons 
why I think the 
Crock-Pot is the 
best slow cooker 
there is. 

First of all, it 
has a wrap-around 

heating element which circles 
the cooking bowl to give a slow, 
steady heat So meals cook gently 
and evenly to keep food looking as 
good as it will taste. Next, there is 
the Crock-Pot’s direct temperature 
control, which gives constant heat.,. 
the secret of good, slow cooking. 
Up the finish of the cooking bowl 
is important It has a marvellous 
rich glaze which makes it an 
attractive serving dish to take to 
the table, and it’s so easy to 
clean. When you choose a Crock-Pot 
slow cooker you discover for yourself 
how wonderful food can taste.99 A 


slow cooker 


VAILABLE IN TAYLORS ROAD AT A BIG DISCOUNT FROM 


PETE’S PLACE 
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LIVING 


Norfolk 


LONG-TIME Norfolk resident Billie 
Ward has recently returned from 
Honolulu where she had medical 
tests and a chance to see her old 
friend Miriam Davis once again. 
Billie is recuperating in her 'room 
with a view* out Anson Bay way 
and chats happily and animatedly 
about the Norfolk Island she loves. 

Many remember Billie driving 
her horse and sulky into town and 
around Norfolk. 

This place is just different, " says 
Billie. "It's like no other place in 
the world. Its geography is unique. 

Its water situation is different. His¬ 
torically it's different too. It was 
never colonised by another country. 
There is no indigenous population. 

The Pitcairners, when moved 
to Norfolk Island under instructions 
from Queen Victoria, as Queen in 
Council with an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment,were moved to the island and 
it was to be a distinct and separate 
settlement within the British Com¬ 
monwealth. This was also unique. 

"still part of the 
British Goononwealth" 

"1 believe we are still part of 
the British Commonwealth. There 
has never been any order in Coun¬ 
cil which has altered this. " 

Billie has been on Norfolk for 
25 years. She has been a close ob¬ 
server of all of Norfolk's fascina¬ 
ting developments and has partici¬ 
pated keenly in the joys and strug¬ 
gles this island has had over those 
years. She is deeply concerned with 
Norfolk's history and is devoted to 
both the island and its people. 

In 1856, an Order in Council, did 
make Norfolk Island a distinct and 
separate settlement. And the Queen’s 
instructions were that the Governor 
of N. S # W. should make laws only if 
they preserved die Pitcairners' right 
of self-government. He could grant 
land only as the Pitcairners* tradi¬ 
tions and laws prescribed and he was 
instructed to follow the Pitcairners' 
own system. This was a unique ar¬ 
rangement. 

"Norfolk was meant to be differ¬ 
ent, " says Billie. v 

"Most other countries, for example, 
try to find an export product of some 
sort to bring in money. Every export 
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business started on Norfolk has fallen 
flat on its face. Not anybody's fault. 
'Acts of God'spoil it or something. 

It was meant to be different. 

"It seems Norfolk Island should 
not expect to get revenue through 
exports, but should import the 
revenue through tourism. 

"On Norfolk we prefer to take care 
of ourselves in our own way and to 
take care of others when they need 
it. Help doesn't come by right but 
by some other way — Christian love - 
from the heart!" 

Billie, a physiotherapist, has 
treated many on Norfolk. Now, 
many of the islanders are being 
kind as she has had to take things 
easier since her return from Hawaii. 
Friends shop for her, clean the house, 
pick up her mail, do her laundry, 
feed the chickens, her one turkey 
and the cows, bring in fresh fruit 
and vegetables by the basketful and 
keep the wooden box next to her 
cast4ron Franklin stove filled with 
short pieces of wood. Some bring 
their own meals along too so they 
can just talk and be with Billie. 

She is always full of fun, well-in¬ 
formed about what's going on in 
die world and very interesting. 


educated at Harvard 

Born in Boston, Massachusetts, 
in the U. S. A., Billie was educated 
at Harvard University. As a young 
student she lived on 10 cents a day, 
often walking from Boston across 
the Charles River to get to Cam¬ 
bridge to attend classes. The econo¬ 
mic strain eased a little when she 
got part-time jobs waitressing and 
baby-sitting. 

Billie practiced physiotherapy 
from 1928 until the Second World 
War broke out. She was raising 
turkeys when she became what was 
referred tp. t a£ "a civilian attached 
to Army" and was station¬ 

ed In Honolulu at Schofield Barracks 
right after Pearl Harbor. She gave 
physiotherapy to the wounded. She 


then returned to the mainland on a 
ship in charge of six children being 
evacuated from Hawaii. 

Billie met Miriam Davis, also a 
physiotherapist, in San Francisco 
where she enrolled in a course. Mir¬ 
iam was teaching Sister Kenny's tech¬ 
niques for treating polio victims. 

Sister Kenny had agreed to teach her 
methods to six people in the U. S. 
and Miriam Davis was one. 

After the war, Billie, Miriam and 
another friend, Elma, who has since 
died, "retired" on a 120 acre farm 
("thirty acres cleared") out of Rose- 
berg, Oregon. They raised cows 
which they sold for beef and turkeys. 
"Roseberg was called the timber capi¬ 
tal of the world," says Billie. 

In 1953 Miriam and Billie de¬ 
cided to come to see Mr. & Mrs. 

Eduard Moore, fellow Americans and 
friends from California who had made 
their home on Norfolk. 

In a drought, Norfolk 
looks like California 

"Norfolk was having a dry season, " 
says Billie. "The golden hills looked 
just like California’s. " They stayed 
on here. 

"In those days there was only one 
plane a week from New Zealand and 
Qantas flew here once every two weeks. 

Miriam worked in the Norfolk Island 
Hospital for a while with "Bonnie Kik" 
and had had training in 'isolation 
, technique* which was invaluable when 
Norfolk had a typhoid case. There 
was only one source of hot water at 
the hospital in those days - the tap in 
the kitchen. 

Billie Ward could tell endless, fas¬ 
cinating tales about Norfolk and its 
past. But she is wise and discreet 
and has that wonderful trait of tell¬ 
ing a lot less than she knows. 

"People who come here to live 
come because they like the place. 

If it doesn't turn out to be what it 
was expected to be, people leave. 

I am just very grateful to be on Nor¬ 
folk, " she says, looking out her wind¬ 
ow across her paddock to die Pacific. 

"It is unique and lovely. 

"Let's keep it that way. It seems 
like a good idea to advertise for tour¬ 
ists to come to a place that's 'differ¬ 
ent' and sample the Norfolk Island 
type of accommodation." 


/ August 1978 


32 







THE EVER-POPULAR avocado is 
with us again. Here is a dip with 
a difference. 

CURRIED AVOCADO DIP 
2 medium avocados 
4 tablespoons lemon juice 
2 slices bacon 
3/4 teasp. curry powder 
1 clove garlic minced or mashed 
1 tablespoon minced or chopped 
chives 

1 tablespoon mayonnaise 
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
£ teasp. Tabasco 
\ teasp. chill powder 
salt to taste 

Scoop and mash the avocado . 

Cook bacon until crisp and chop 
finely. Mix the remaining ingred¬ 
ients with the avocado till well 
blended. Serve chilled with hot 
buttered rye toast. 

Margaret Fulton's tip: To keep 
avocado dip from discoloration 
leave the seed in the mixture whilst 
storing in the fridge. 

BELGIAN CAKE 

A shallow, moist, dark, lightly 
fruited and spongy-textured cake 
just right for afternoon tea. 

4^ oz. caster sugar 
4 oz. currants 

1/3 pint water 
4 oz.. butter 

1 level tsp. mixed spice 
1 level tsp. baking powder 
1 level tsp. bicarbonate of soda 
6^ oz. plain flour 

Grease and line a 7 to 8 in. round 
cake tin. 

Place the sugar, currants, water and 
butter into a saucepan and boil for 
a few minutes till the sugar dissolves. 
Cool. 

Sift together the dry ingredients. 
Make a hollow in the centre and 
pour the contents of the saucepan 
in. Mix well and turn into the 
cake tin. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 50 to 60 
minutes until well risen and spongy 
to the touch. 

Add citrus jelly. 


■ BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
FOLLOWING ON last month's look 
at good wines in the lower price 
bracket, I came across a white new 
to the Bond. It is the Kaiser Stuhl 
1975 Sauternes selling at $1. 90. 

Many of our wines which bear tra¬ 
ditional generic names follow the 
original in only the broadest sense 
but with this one the maker has clear¬ 
ly set out to do better and, in fact, 
has used the traditional grapes of the 
French region. Semilion and Sauvi- 
gon Blanc. The result is a smooth, 
sweet wine with a rich bouquet, lots 
of fruit, residual sugar and a slightly 
acid finish. If you prefer sweet 
wines you should like this one but, 
even if you normally go for dry 
styles, you should find it pleasing 
in its right role, with your dessert. 

Turning to reds it was not difficult 
to pick two of outstanding value for 
money. Both the Quelltaler San Car¬ 
lo Claret and Wynn's Ovens Valley 
Shiraz (a Burgundy style) are still 
available from the 1972 vintage and 
must stand out at $2.2 0 and ©. 40. 

It is pleasing to see new wines 
appearing in the Bond and I look 
forward to trying and telling of them 
over the next months. At this stage 
I have tried a Rose which merits com¬ 
ment. 

Stanley Wines "Terrace” Rose is a 
good example of the style having an 
attractive clear colour, delicate 
Spritzig (those tiny, prickly bub¬ 
bles) and a characteristic "green” 
grapes flavour. Packed in a Portu¬ 
gese style bottle it is priced at 
$2.55. Incidentally, we find a 
good Rose is quite versatile and 
goes well when you are looking for 
something lighter than a normal red 
and can be enjoyed in lieu of a dry 
white with many dishes. 



ON LOOKING with dismay at my gar¬ 
den after the severe storm just ex¬ 
perienced, I have decided never has 
it been so severely pruned or defolia¬ 
ted; still, due to that self-same storm, 
perhaps the shrubs will not have the 
"dehydrated" look which they have 
had the last two dry years. Nature 
is always ready to heal wounds. 

Many shrubs have been loosened 
at their roots and have had to be sup¬ 
ported by tying to stakes. When do¬ 
ing so, I find a piece of carpet ex¬ 


cellent to place between the tying 
material and the bark or foliage - 
this prevents chaffing or bruising. 

If bark is broken by tying or any 
cause, these spots are readily in¬ 
fected by disease or insects. 

Not very much planting out can 
be carried out until the ground 
warms a little more. Why not give 
some thought to that lily-pond so 
often thought about - - no shortage 
of water now! These little ponds 
can most artistically fill a difficult 
spot or corner, providing there is 
good overhead sunlight, e. g. water 
lilies will not flower if not in full 
light and a poni without lilies 
would not seem like a pond. Of 
course, there are many other water 
plants, bog plants and ferns that 
may be used to good advantage. 

Do not think that all ponds must 
be in full sun. For instance a large 
container may be set into pond in 
which may be planted iris, papy¬ 
rus grass, and ferns. This, plus 
"floating" plants and interesting 
rocks surrounding, can all add up 
to a worthwhile project. 

Next month I will talk about 
fish and waterfalls. 

Oh yes, should you be planting 
water lilies, remember they must 
be covered by at least eighteen 
inches of water. 



Creamy rice pudding 

2Vz cups cooked rice 
3-4 tablespoons brown sugar 

1 cup milk 

2 tablespoons butter 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
Vz cup raisins 

Vz cup cream 

Thoroughly combine rice with 
other ingredients. Pour into lightly 
greased CROCK-POT. Cover and 
cook on high 1-2 hours, LOW 4-6 
hours. Stir several times during the 
first 30 minutes. 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT 



P LACE 


IN TAYLORS ROAD 
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”Rain, rain, go away. 

Come back another day." 

Dare I write such a thing? Surely, 
though, we've had sufficient rain to 
soak the Island right down to its very 
foundations! Seems silly doesn't it? 
One minute we're complaining be¬ 
cause there's not enough rain and 
then next minute we're complaining 
because there's too much. I believe 
during June the Island had about 8" 
of rain so it will be interesting to 
see what the total is for July. 

Although the rain caused postpone¬ 
ment of several sporting fixtures - it 
seemed to pour down each Saturday - 
there*was still plenty of activity on 
the Island during the past month. 

The Greens Football Team has been 
very busy raising funds for its Injured 
Players' Fund. On Saturday, 8th 
July, the team conducted a Car Trial 
which ended at the Youth Centre 
Compound at Kingston where entrants 
and visitors enjoyed a sausage sizzle. 
The Car Trial had been posponed 
from the previous week and even on 
the day it was held the weather didn't 
look too promising in the morning. 
However, the rain held off, although 
I believe the conditions were still 
very muddy. Winner of the trial was 
Dave Cox, followed by Peter Williams 
and third was Marsh Gondon. Winner 
of the ladies' section was Judy Bouch¬ 
er and last car home was Roger New¬ 
man's. After it was all over, I 
could imagine everyone was really 
looking forward to their sausages! 

Another very successful evening 
organised by the Greens was an Island 
Seafoods Night held at the Leagues 
Club on Saturday, 22nd July. About 
120 people were present to enjoy a 
really delicious meal of fish cooked 
in the traditional Island way. There 
was smoked, baked, fried and steam¬ 
ed fish to choose from with chips. 
Plenty of salads and hi-hi (periwinkle) 
pie. The fish and salads were served 
smorgasbord style, and then one re¬ 
turned to one's table on which were 
all different kinds of pilhis - kumera, 
pumpkin, plun to name a few. Fam¬ 
iliar faces outside cooking included 
Robbie Chapman, Carl Schmitz, 

Pelley Evans and Norm LeQten. I 
believe the wives had been; very busy 
the previous day cooking hi-hi pies 
and pilhis. Max Hobbins, together 
with David Rodgers and Shane Mc¬ 


Coy, provided most enjoyable mu¬ 
sic and by all accounts a marvellous 
time was had by all* 

Whilst talking about “food", I 
must tell you about the marvellous 
Seafood Night which the South Paci¬ 
fic Hotel holds each Thursday night. 
I believe on this occasion the dining 
room is filled to capacity and I 
would say at least half would be lo¬ 
cals. On one particular Thursday I 
caught sight of Chris and Pat Buffett 
with their family, Hugh and Helen 
Sampson, Margaret and Peter Chris¬ 
tian with their daughter, Anne 
Freshwater with her mum and dad, 
Gordie Hancherow and Joyce Ionn. 

A choice of entres was offered - 
either Tahitian Fish or Curried Tur¬ 
key on this particular evening. 

Did you hear about the “pregnant 
lady” at the Golf Club's Vice-Versa 
Night who was operated on by her 
colleagues and then gave birth to 
a set of bagpipes? This created a 
great deal of amusement and was 
one of the floorshows during the 
night. Eddie Lloyd, Jim Dobbs 
and Basil Vercoe were so good do¬ 
ing the Can-Can they were required 
to do an encore. Best female im¬ 
personator was Brian LeCren who 
looked "rather gorgeous” from all 
reports. He was dressed in a long, 
red, slinky frock with a red scarf 
tied charleston fashion round his 
black wig. Joyce Dyer dressed in 
an old-fashioned suit, complete 
with grey felt hat, bushy beard 
and pipe was judged as the best 
male impersonator. Believe Gary 
Richards and Derek O'Beirne look¬ 
ed terrific too. 

Other fund-raising activities 
held during the month included 
a beautifully presented sit-down 
dinner organised by the Girl Guides 
and their mothers to raise funds for 
the Guides who are going to the 
Colo River camp at the end of 
August with their leader Dianne 
Buffett. The tables looked really 
effective with their tablecloths 
and bowls of flowers and the 
Guides themselves waited on the 
tables. 

Girl Guide, Kathy Tullner, 
celebrated her birthday during 
the month with a dinner at Valley 
View. Instead of presents, Kathy 
invited guests to make a donation 
towards the trip to the Colo River 
and this amounted to seme $300 


being raised. What a thoughtful 
gesture on Kathy's part. 

Another similar dinner was held 
again at Valley View to raise funds 
for a new. pump for the Church of 
England organ. A fabulous sum of 
$515 was raised. The generosity of 
this community is really marvellous, 
isn't it? 

The end of June is always an ex¬ 
citing time of year for the Fourth 
Form pupils at the school as that is 
the time they depart from the Island 
to go on their Vocational Guidance 
Tour to Sydney. This year was no 
exception and on 12 th June 15 pupils 
left for Sydney accompanied by John 
Smith. They were met at the airport 
by their billets and the following day 
were taken on a tour of Sydney. 
Wednesday die 14th was taken up 
with Vocational Guidance Tests 
which were aimed at determining 
what type of career the students 
were best suited for. Tests were di¬ 
rected towards banking, engineering, 
plumbing and hairdressing to name 
a few. On Thursday a visit was 
made to Mascot Airport where the 
students were shown over a Jumbo 
747 and. were also shown where the 
air hostesses and stewards carry out 
their training. 

Narabeen Fitness Camp was the 
next venue where the girls shared 
huts with pupils from Benelbo and 
Woodenbong. The boys camped 
with boys from Yass and Wooden- 
bong. A week was spent here during 
which time everyone participated in 
canoeing, swimming (in a heated 
pool), ball games and a trip down 
the Hawkesbury River on the River 
Rock boat. A disco band was on 
board too so I bet everyone had a 
marvellous time. From the camp 
visits were made to several Banks, 
the Police force and die Careers 
Reference Centre. 

On Friday 2$td, die group left 
on a long bus ride to Hill End where 
they were billetted in the Town Hall. 
This proved most interesdng - a very 
old town which included a small 
police station, clinic, a museum 
and many old houses. Activities 
here included visiting a sheep sta¬ 
tion, panning for gold and visiting 
mines. 

The students returned to Sydney 
on the Sunday and spent the next 
day with their billets or friends. 
Tuesday saw a tired but happy group 
of students returning to Norfolk with 
lots of stories and experiences to re¬ 
late to their families - a trip which 
by all accounts must have proved 
most beneficial to all who went. 

That's all for this month. 

Cheerio! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 


I 


IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • R ETAILERS 


Agents for 


• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

j •KARLANDER (AUST.) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

» 

| •SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

I 

j •MacDONA LD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

j •GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

: • REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N. Z. ) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A,FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 


REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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